
IS SPORTS BETTING LEGAL IN OHIO?

IS SPORTS BETTING LEGAL IN OTHER STATES?

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SPORTS  
BETTING AND FANTASY SPORTS?

WHAT DOES SPORTS BETTING INCLUDE IN OHIO?

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE OF SPORTS BETTING 
LOOK LIKE IN OHIO?Online and in-person sports betting is legal in  

Ohio and will launch on the universal sports gaming 
start date of Jan. 1, 2023. 

The Supreme Court removed the federal ban on sports 
betting in 2018, and 32 states have some form of legal 
sports betting, either online or in-person. Many states 
have moved toward legalizing various types of sports 
betting in recent years, and more are expected to in 
the future. 

Both sports betting and fantasy sports are legal in Ohio, 
but they are quite different. In fantasy sports, you pick 
your own rosters and play against another individual’s 
roster, instead of placing a bet on a real-life team. Ohio 
regulates fantasy sports separately from sports betting, 
but both involve an element of random chance and 
could lead to developing a problem with gambling. 
So, whether you participate in fantasy sports or sports 
betting it’s important to set limits, recognize the risks, 
and know when to stop.

After the universal start date for sports betting on Jan. 1, 
2023, many different forms of sports betting are legal in 
Ohio. Bets can be placed using licensed online sports 
books from your computer or phone, or in person at 
brick-and-mortar locations. Some types of bets can 
also be placed on digital terminals in bars that already 
hold a liquor license and sell lottery tickets. 

Ohio loves sports of all kinds, and experts expect the 
market for sports betting to be quite large at the Jan. 1, 
2023 universal start date, and to continue to grow after 
that. That’s why it’s important for bettors and sports betting 
operators alike to know the risks of problem gambling.

ARE YOU AT RISK?
If you or someone you care about are at risk of problem 
gambling, visit PauseBeforeYouPlay.org.

		    

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Take the quiz to see if you’re at risk for  
problem gambling

Find free resources for responsible betting

Get help from free and accessible locations
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WHAT ARE THE CONCERNS NOW THAT SPORTS 
BETTING IS LEGAL IN OHIO?
Online and mobile apps are continuing to grow in 
popularity and give users easy access to play. As 
access increases, experts worry that more people will 
try betting for the first time, and the number of people 
who struggle with problems with gambling will 
increase. Online sports betting and fantasy sports also 
allow people to place a bet or a guess on nearly every 
aspect of sporting events in real-time, shortening  
the time it takes to place bets and know the outcome.


